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S.B. 2849
RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION

Senate Committee on Transportation and Energy

The Department of Transportation opposes S.B. 2849 relating to motor vehicle
registration. This bill classifies certain former military vehicles as special interest
vehicles and will enable the owners of former military vehicles to apply for registration
with the director of finance of the county in which the former military vehicle resides.

The special interest vehicle law was implemented to accommodate hobbyists who
spend significant amounts of money and time modifying their vehicles. The objective
was to make it possible for these hobbyists to show off the products of their labors. This
bill dramatically changes this purpose as it will circumvent the manufacturer’s
certification requirement of Section 286-42(a), Hawaii Revised Statutes, which
minimizes the number of uncertified vehicles on Hawaii roads. The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) allows vehicles that are 25 years old or older to
be imported to the USA without being certified by the manufacturer to comply with the
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) because from NHTSA'’s perspective,
the number of these vehicles that are still operable is so small that they should not
cause a significant safety hazard.

Hawaii, however, has required vehicles, regardless of the year they were manufactured
to be in compliance with all applicable FMVSS as of the date of manufacture. This
ensures that Hawaii’s inventory of registered vehicles meet certain safety standards that
help keep our roads safer for Hawaii’'s residents and visitors.

Military vehicles are not the product of hobbyists and they were not manufactured for
use on our public roads.

Further, the weight of some of these military vehicles, are a concern. Vehicle weights
should be considered as heavier vehicles generally tend to degrade roadways faster.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Aloha,

On behalf of our bill SB 2849 to do with allowing our Pinzgauer to be registered.
Please find the paper the “Kauai” DMV manager gave with the underlined area as
reason to not re register our vzhicle.

The reason was because the Pinzgauer does not have a Federal Mandated sticker on the
door.

Federally for any vehicle from America or from another country it is exempt if over 25
years old. Please see next paper #9.

The other reason the “Kauai” DMV manager gave for not te reglstermg our Pinzgauer is
he said they were never ment to be an “on road” vehicle.

Please see letter from Patrick Winter from the Austrian company that made the
Pinzgauers and still does make the new Volvo versions stating that the Pinzgauers were
always ment to be “on road” all around the world.

Please see letters from Swiss Army Vehicle company from the mainland that sells parts
for these vehicles being very surprised about our situation and also stating that the
Pinzgauers are made for “on road”.

We did ship our Pinzgauer from Florida and had it shipped over. We registered in on
Kauai 2014/2015/2016/2017 and were in with our safety check to re register for 2018
when the manager unlike other managers on Kauai and unlike the other Islands chose
not to register it.

Please notice the shipping papers coming in from Europe in 2014 and the Florida
registration under the man we purchased from, Miroslav Vucetic.

Then our ownership papers.

We purchased our Pinzguaer for 25,000.00 and have put a lot of money into it over the
years, even a new engine from Austria. So we have about 40.000.00 into it.

The purpose for us is as a shuttle vehicle from the main street Hanalei down to Hanalei
Bay with our surf lesson and stand up paddle lesson students.

Per the County of Kauai we are to shuttle.

We are a permitted company with rules and shuttling is one of them.

Having this happen has been an extreme set back for us where we have had to go further
in debt and purchase another vehicle to use. So extreme business loss and extreme
unnecessary business expense and unnecessary stress.

There are others on Kauai and the other Islands that are also affected. Businesses and
personal use people.

Thank you very much for hearing us and we appreciate your attention to this matter and
letting us get back to our lives.

Our businesses are Hanalei Beach Boys, Inc and Hanalei Beach Girls, Inc.

We are into our 18" year teaching the Hawaiian sport of surfing to people from around
the world.

Yours truly,

Mitchell and Lynn Alapa
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Comments:

February 17, 2018
Aloha Senators,

We strongly approve passage of SB2849 as | have invested considerable monies and
efforts into my vehicles.

| am a senior and a retiree of the sugar industry, as was my father and grandfather. My
first vehicle at age 15 in which | learned to drive was a 1942 Willys Jeep (surplus). |
have been a lifelong hunter and fisherman in Hawaii and have purchased surplus
military vehicles in the past. | am presently the proud owner of two 1972 Pinzgauer 710
trucks. These vehicles are used by me and my family for recreational purposes.
Restoring and using such vehicles has been an ongoing passion of mine. My family and
| have found that the Jeep is too small whereas the Pinzgauer allows me to take my
family and friends and supplies on outings to Kokee State Park and other areas
inaccessible by regular (non 4-wheel drive) vehicles.

My first Pinzgauer was purchased from an owner in California nearly five years ago.
Prior to buying this truck, we did extensive research into the DOT regulations regarding
safety and registration of this vehicle in the State of Hawaii. At that time, my research
indicated that this Pinzgauer was legal and safe to own and operate in the State of
Hawaii and the United States as Federal DOT safety regulations state, "A motor vehicle
that is at least 25 years old can be lawfully imported into the U.S. without regard to
whether it complies with all applicable DOT Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
(FMVSS)." This vehicle has been legally safety checked, registered and insured
on Kauai since | purchased it in November of 2014.

Pinzgauers are equipped with rollover protection (front and rear), seatbelts for all
passengers and dual circuit brakes. | would prefer to have my grandchildred restrained
in the Pinzgauer rather than riding unrestrained in a school bus or bouncing around in
the back of a pickup. Over 20,000 of these vehicles have been manufactured and are
still in production today, being used not only by many countries' militaries, but also used
for civilian purposes such as pickup trucks, ambulances and firetrucks. They are
designed in such a manner as to make them small and very maneuverable in tight
spaces, yet to maximize interior space and load capacity. The Pinzgauer 710s | own



have a weight capacity of 1 metric ton (2,200 pounds). Mine are from Switzerland where
they preform very well in the tight confines of that mountainous country.

It has been brought to my attention by several owners of such vehicles that Pinzgauers
are being denied re-registration, as well as Humvees that are owned by friends on
Kauai. We have been told that Kauai is the only island in the State that has these
issues.

Respectfully,

David and Karen Silver - Kapaa, Kauai
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Your honorable legislators; This is the first time | have ever submitted a testimony, but |
feel very compelled to do so because | feel an unjust law or matter has confronted me in
the past year. | have a military vehicle that | have been driving for the past 12 years on
our hiway. It was registered and safety checked all this time. | also had insurance on
this vehicle. | was told last year | can no longer register this vehicle by the DMV
because it did not have a VIN number and the vehicle is unsafe. | was dumb founded by
this claim since it had a safety check for 12 years. | don't believe that this vehicle is
unsafe since our military is still using this Humvee in the middle east and around the
world and also in combat. If it is unsafe on the road then the military should also not
drive it to protect our troops. | would rather be in this humvee in an accident than any
other car or truck on the road today since this humvee is solid and built like a tank. Also
this vehicle is not a racer or a speeder since max speed is 60 on the speedometer. This
vehicle has historic value and can be used in veterans day parades ect. It also can go
where other vehicles can't go in times of disaster and may be used to help others in this
situation. Many business also used these vehicles for touring off road. If other people
can register their 40 year old hotrod and even build one from the frame up and register
it with no problem than why can't | register this 30 year old humvee? Does that make
sense? | ask for your common sense support of this bill mahalo.
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